
HISPANIC PATRIOTS  
AMERICAN REVOLUTION -   

WORLD WAR II 



KING CARLOS III 
KING OF SPAIN 



SPAIN’S CONTRIBUTION TO  
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 1776 – 1779    Secretly loaned $300,000 to the Continental 
                        Congress through agent Oliver Pollock, spied 
                         on the British for the Colonists and gave refuge 
                         to the rebels.  
                         
June 21, 1779  Declared war against England: 
 
“Royal Proclamation of His Majesty (Carlos III) in which He Manifests  
the Just Motives for His Royal Resolution of 21st of June of this Year (1779) 
Authorizing his American Vassals to Seek Amends by Way of Reprisals and 
Hostilities, on Land and Sea, Against The Subjects of the King of Great 
Britain.”   
 
August  26, 1781 – Provided $1,000,000 silver pesos to the Continental 
                               Congress to help seal the victory at Yorktown  on 
                               October 19, 1781 
 
    



GENERAL BERNARDO de GALVEZ 
GOVERNOR OF SPANISH LOUISIANA 



GENERAL BERNARDO de GALVEZ 
  AMERICAN REVOLUTION HERO 

Led 7,000 man army composed of Spaniards, Mexicans, 
Cubans and other Hispanics capturing British forts on the 
Mississippi River and Florida coast. 
 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana – October, 1779 
 
Mobile, Alabama – March, 1780 (21-day siege) 
 
Fort St. Joseph, Michigan – February, 1781 
 
Pensacola, Florida – May, 1781 (61-day siege) 
 
 
 
  
 
 



GENERAL GALVEZ’S TROOPS ATTACK 
BRITISH AT PENSACOLA 



MISSISSIPPI RIVER - 1777 



GENERAL BERNARDO de GALVEZ 

This stamp was issued in 1980 on the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Mobile 



ADMIRAL DAVID G. FARRAGUT 
CIVIL WAR HERO 



ADMIRAL DAVID G. FARRAGUT 

1862 – President Abraham Lincoln named Farragut our nation’s 
             first Admiral of the U.S. Navy 
 
1864 – Battle of Mobile 
 
            “DAMN THE TORPEDOES!  
             FULL SPEED AHEAD!” 
 
1810-1870 – Served in the active duty of the U.S. Navy  
               



CAPTAIN MAXIMILIANO LUNA 
SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR HERO 



CAPTAIN MAXIMILIANO LUNA 

Native son of a New Mexico pioneer family that settled there in 
the 1700s. 
 
Graduated from Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 
 
Helped Colonel Teddy Roosevelt organize Rough Riders from 
New Mexico and fought at San Juan Hill in Puerto Rico in 1898. 
 
 



PVT REMIGIO FLORES 
WORLD WAR I  “DOUGHBOY” 



THEY	  
PROVED	  	  	  THEIR	  

VALOR	  IN	  WW	  II	  	  



 T/5 ALFRED V. AGUIRRE       

•  	  BORN	  IN	  PLACENTIA,	  CA	  ON	  
	  	  	  JULY	  22,	  1920	  
•  	  U.S.	  ARMY	  	  AIR	  CORPS	  
•  	  COMPANY	  B	  
	  	  	  1901st	  AVIATION	  ENGINEER	  BN	  
•  	  BATTLE	  OF	  OKINAWA	  
•  	  BRONZE	  STAR,	  ASIATIC-‐PACIFIC	  	  
	  	  	  CAMPAIGN	  MEDAL,	  WW	  II	  
	  	  	  VICTORY	  MEDAL	  
•  	  CAREER:	  BRICK	  MASON	  &	  	  
	  	  	  PLACENTIA	  CITY	  COUNCILMAN	  
•  	  2	  BROTHERS	  IN	  WW	  II:	  RICHARD	  	  
	  	  	  V.	  AGUIRRE	  &	  JOE	  V.	  AGUIRRE	  

	  



JULIA  PEREZ  AGUIRRE 

“ROSIE	  THE	  RIVETER”	  	  
	  DOUGLAS	  AIRCRAFT	  	  
LONG	  BEACH,	  CA	  



LT COL HENRY CERVANTES 

•  	  BORN	  IN	  FRESNO,	  CA	  ON	  
	  	  OCTOBER	  10,	  1923	  
•  	  U.S.	  ARMY	  AIR	  CORPS	  
•  	  100th	  BOMB	  GROUP,	  40TH	  	  BOMB	  	  
	  	  	  WING,	  8th	  AIR	  FORCE	  
•  	  B-‐17	  PILOT	  
•  	  26	  MISSIONS	  OVER	  GERMANY	  
•  	  AIRMAN’S	  MEDAL,	  4	  AIR	  	  
	  	  	  MEDALS,	  ETO	  	  
•  	  	  JET	  TEST	  PILOT	  
•  	  CAREER:	  U.S.A.F.	  –	  22	  YRS.	  
•  	  1	  BROTHER	  IN	  WW	  II:	  
	  	  	  GUS	  CERVANTES	  
	  
	  	  



PFC GUY GABALDON 

•  	  BORN	  IN	  LOS	  ANGELES,	  
	  	  	  CA	  IN	  1926	  
•  	  U.S.	  MARINE	  CORPS	  
•  	  2nd	  MARINE	  DIVISION	  
•  	  BATTLE	  OF	  SAIPAN	  
•  	  NAVY	  CROSS,	  PURPLE	  HEART	  
•  	  SINGLE-‐HANDEDLY	  CAPTURED	  
	  	  	  OVER	  1,000	  JAPANESE	  SOLDIERS	  
•  	  “HELL	  TO	  ETERNITY”	  MOVIE	  
	  	  	  	  ON	  HIS	  EXPLOITS	  
•  	  	  CAREER:	  INTERNATIONAL	  
	  	  	  	  	  BUSINESSMAN	  
	  



PFC EUTIQUIO G. MARTINEZ 

•  	  BORN	  IN	  SANTA	  ROSALIA,	  B.C.,	  
	  	  	  MEXICO	  ON	  MARCH	  14,	  1917	  	  	  	  
•  	  U.S.	  ARMY	  
•  	  381st	  REGIMENT,	  H	  COMPANY	  	  	  
	  	  	  96th	  INFANTRY	  DIVISION	  
•  	  BATTLE	  OF	  OKINAWA	  
•  	  PRESIDENTIAL	  UNIT	  CITATION,	  
	  	  	  ASIATIC-‐PACIFIC	  CAMPAIGN	  
	  	  	  MEDAL,	  WW	  II	  VICTORY	  MEDAL	  
•  	  	  CAREER:	  FARM	  FOREMAN;	  
	  	  	  	  CUSTODIAN	  
•  	  3	  BROTHERS	  IN	  WW	  II:	  
	  	  	  AUGUSTINE	  GARCIA,	  VICTOR	  &	  
	  	  	  TADEO	  ALVAREZ	  	  



 
 

	  

	  

•  	  BORN	  IN	  CHANDLER,	  AZ	  
	  	  	  ON	  JUNE	  13,	  1922	  
•  	  U.S.	  NAVY	  
•  	  U.S.S.	  INDIANAPOLIS	  SURVIVOR	  
•  	  BATTLES	  OF	  BOUGANVILLE,	  
	  	  	  ALEUTIANS,	  GILBERT	  ISLANDS,	  	  
	  	  	  MARIANAS,	  TINIAN,	  WESTERN	  	  
	  	  	  CAROLINES	  &	  OKINAWA	  
•  	  PURPLE	  HEART,	  WW	  II	  VICTORY	  
	  	  	  MEDAL,	  ASIATIC-‐PACIFIC	  
	  	  	  CAMPAIGN	  MEDAL	  
•  	  CAREER:	  ALCOA;	  SAFEWAY;	  B	  OF	  A	  
•  	  1	  BROTHER	  IN	  WW	  II:	  
	  	  	  PETER	  MALDONADO	  
	  
	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bkr3	  SALVADOR	  V.	  MALDONADO	  



THE	  8	  NEVAREZ	  BROTHERS	  OF	  LOS	  ANGELES,	  CA	  

FELIX	  	  	  
U.S.	  NAVY	  

	  *ENCARNACION	  
	  	  	  	  	  U.S.	  NAVY	  

*	  ENCARNACION	  KILLED	  IN	  ACTION	  ON	  U.S.S.	  ALBACORE	  SUBMARINE	  11/7/44	  

DANIEL	  	  
U.S.	  NAVY	  

SAMUEL	  	  	  
U.S.	  MARINES	  FRANCISCO	  	  	  

U.S.	  NAVY	  

GILBERTO	  
	  U.S	  NAVY	  

MANUEL	  	  
U.S.	  NAVY	  

EZEKIEL	  	  
U.S.	  MARINES	  



SGT JESS SAMANIEGO 

	  

	  

	  •  	  BORN	  IN	  RAY,	  AZ	  ON	  
	  	  	  APRIL	  15,	  1925	  
•  	  U.S.	  ARMY	  
•  	  505	  PARACHUTE	  COMBAT	  TEAM	  
	  	  	  82nd	  AIRBORNE	  
•  	  “PATHFINDER”	  -‐	  NORMANDY	  
•  	  FRANCE,	  HOLLAND,	  BATTLE	  OF	  THE	  
	  	  	  BULGE	  &	  GERMANY	  
•  	  BRONZE	  STAR,	  PURPLE	  HEART,	  
	  	  	  GOOD	  CONDUCT	  	  MEDAL	  
•  	  CAREER:	  OWNED	  MEAT	  MARKETS	  
	  	  	  &	  MORTGAGE	  FINANCING	  	  











VETERANS	  &	  CITIZENS	  OF	  PLACENTIA	  

This	  organiza^on	  comprised	  of	  returning	  WW	  II	  veterans	  stopped	  the	  segrega^on	  of	  	  Mexican	  
American	  children	  in	  the	  public	  schools	  of	  	  Placen^a,	  CA	  in	  1950.	  


